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• The world generates nearly tw o billion tons of munic ipal
solid waste (MSW) each year, enough to fit into 822,000
Olympic sized swimming pools.

A World of Waste
Pounds of municipal solid waste generated per capita. daily

• Solid waste production has become a big concern as climate
change becomes mo re re levant. ls there a maj o r culp rit to
this problem?
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• Solid waste per capita: Since China's population is so large,
their per capita waste production is rather small with less than
one pound of daily waste per person compared to the US with
over 4 pounds of daily waste per person .
• Waste projections: In 201 6, East Asia and Paci fie regions
generated 468 million metric tons of waste. Future projections
are substantially higher, with 602 mil lion metric tons projected
for 2030 and 7 14 million metric tons projected for 2050. It is
pertinent that certain changes and improvements be made in
attempts to decrease these predictions.

• With China beco ming a major world power with its
population of 1.4 billion people and one of the world 's
largest G DP's, could most of the waste produced in the
world be traced he re?
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• Global share of solid waste: While China may be producing the
largest share of waste ( 15.55% in 201 8), they are not the major
concern according to our graph. With population considered,
China is actually producing less waste in compari son to the
amo unt of people living there while the United States with less
than 4% of the world 's population is producing 11.65% of the
world's waste.

Projection of waste generation worldwkte in 2016, 2030, and 2050, by region (in minion
metric tons)

• Analyze Global production and municipal solid waste shares
• Compare waste production by regions over 20 16 to projections
for 2050

• Wh ile China may be a huge contributor to the global municipal
waste production, they are on ly but a fraction of the problem.
The process of reducing waste production wi ll require a global
effort from governments and citizens alike in every single
country.
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G loba l Population a nd Municipal solid waste
Sh ares ( 2018)

Recommendations to reduce mass waste production?
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• Develop relationships with residents, interest groups, and the
general public
• Developing governmental policies for effective waste
management
• Planning, designing, operating, and closing san itary landfi lls
• Promote ESG practices amongst businesses and corporations,
especially those that produce consumer products

